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European Union as well as Slovakia as the EU member state has to solve many 
problems related to sustainable energy supply. European commission aware that the 
main part of European energy sector depends on fossil fuels - usually from politically and 
economically not stable regions. Solution can be found in renewable energy sources and 
energy effective technologies. The article gives an overview of political and legislative 
framework of renewable energy sources support and regulations both on European and 
Slovak level. In spite of intensive effort of the EU to promote and support renewables 
many problems with renewable technologies implementation in real life caused that 
targets of each kind of renewable energy utilisation in 2010 defined in European White 
Paper will be probably not achieved – except photovoltaic, wind power and geothermic 
energy. Although Slovakia has significant potential in renewable energy sources, mainly 
heat from biomass, geothermic and solar energy, these sources are still utilised only in 
very small amount. Thanks to EU accession in 2004 regarding EU relevant directives 
implementation at least some support schemes have been implemented in Slovakia: 
investment support from EU structural funds and fixed feed-in tariffs for the renewable 
electricity. Situation is slightly changing towards better renewable energy utilisation 
mainly due to significant natural gas, heat and electricity price increase in last period. 
Main barriers to better RES utilisation in Slovakia refers to low public awareness, weak 
legislative support and lack of real political interest to support renewable energy 
development.  
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